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Antikenmuseum Basel und Sammlung Ludwig 

The special exhibition “Ave Caesar! Romans, Gauls and Germanic tribes on the banks 
of the Rhine” highlights the relationships between the advanced civilisations of the 
Mediterranean region and the indigenous Gaulish and Germanic tribes on both sides 
of the River Rhine. The river is the central theme around which the various 
fascinating aspects of these contacts have been staged. Visitors will find themselves 
moving around on a huge game board using their own initiative while exploring the 
exhibition, which is divided into five parts.  

Entitled “The seat of a Celtic ruler”, the first part of the exhibition deals with the Celtic 
ruling class and their magnificent estates around 500 BC. Their wealth was partially based on 
their control of shipping on the River Rhine. The Celts engaged in lively trade with the Greeks 
and Etruscans. On merchant ships, wine and luxury commodities were transported north from 
the Mediterranean, while the merchants there loaded their own ships with metals, salt, furs 
and slaves bound for the south. The exchange was not limited to goods only, but also 
extended to cultural influences. 

From 80 BC, the Celts became embroiled in inter-tribal conflicts centred on claims of power 
and territory. This led to the construction of fortified settlements. The section on the “Celtic 
settlement” illustrates how the Basel Celts abandoned their unfortified settlement on the 
Rhine and constructed a new fortification on the Münsterhügel hill. Between 58 and 52 BC, 
Gaius Julius Caesar took advantage of these disputes to extend Roman rule as far as the 
Rhine. 

The Romans subsequently built numerous military bases on the left bank of the River Rhine to 
secure the conquered territories. At the same time they also served as staging points for 
campaigns against the Germani on the right bank of the Rhine. Tens of thousands of Roman 
officers and soldiers with disposable income were garrisoned on the Rhine. Boosting the local 
economy and trade, they also upgraded the infrastructure in the area. A modern road 
network ensured that the frontier was supplied with troops and provisions. Under the 
heading “Roman legionary camp”, the third part of the exhibition shows how the 
legionaries lived in the region and how their campaigns against the Germanic tribes on the 
right bank of the Rhine progressed.  

From c. AD 85, the conquered territories became official Roman provinces and were 
subsequently known as Germania inferior and Germania superior. On the Upper Rhine, the 
Romans now also controlled the right bank of the river. The river was the main transport 
route for the new provinces. “Roman country estate”, the fourth part of the exhibition, is 
devoted to the way in which food supplies for the growing population were maintained and 
shows which Mediterranean foods were newly grown in the Rhine region at that time. 
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The final part of the exhibition is entitled “Roman colony” and illustrates how Roman 
culture became established in the conquered territories. New towns and cities were built in 
the Mediterranean style with stone constructions, public buildings and an efficient water 
supply. The increasing urbanisation and a single currency for the entire Roman empire led to 
an economic boom on the Rhine. It was not until the end of the 2nd century AD that the 
economic and political situation began to decline due to disease and Germanic incursions. 
The last Roman legions were withdrawn from the region north of the Alps in AD 401.  

An unexpected production 
The exhibition is set up like a huge game board for visitors to move about on while 
discovering a fictional landscape and coming into contact with both the indigenous and 
Roman populations on the River Rhine. An entertaining audio guide gives a voice to Romans, 
Gauls and Germani so that they can relate their stories and share their joys and sorrows.  

A programme for families and children 
Especially for our younger audiences and for games enthusiasts, we have developed a game 
of questions and answers called Vade mecum! The card game guides them through the 
exhibition and provides an insight into the different areas of life on the River Rhine 2000 
years ago. The set of cards is available from the museum’s front desk and is included in the 
admission fee.  

Programme of events 
An eclectic programme of events is specifically designed to accompany the special 
exhibition. 

Cooperation with the Netzwerk Museen 
From autumn 2022 to summer 2023, the Netzwerk Museen will present a total of 38 
different exhibitions in Germany, France and Switzerland with the River Rhine as their central 
theme. Additional information can be found on the website www.dreilaendermuseum.eu 

Thank you to our patrons and foundations 
We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the private patrons and foundations 
whose generous support has made it possible to stage this special exhibition: 
 
Donors of the Antikenmuseum Basel, Peter and Simone Forcart-Staehelin, Ernst Göhner 
Foundation, Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne, Peter and Irene Ludwig Stiftung, L. and Th. La 
Roche Foundation, Prof. Dr. Hartmut Raguse, Freiwillige Akademische Gesellschaft, Basel 
 
The companion publication was printed with support from the Berta Hess-Cohn Stiftung. 
 
Media partners: Basler Zeitung, Radio Basilisk 
  

http://www.antikenmuseumbasel.ch/de/kalender.html
http://www.dreilaendermuseum.eu/
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Ave Caesar! Romans, Gauls and Germanic tribes on the banks of the Rhine 
23rd October 2022 to 30th April 2023 
Exhibition texts in three languages (German/French/English) 
 
Opening hours 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 11 am − 5 pm 
Thursday & Friday: 11 am − 10 pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 10 am – 4 pm 
 
Free entry: Thursday and Friday from 5 pm 
The museum shop will be closed during this time. 
 
Admission 
Adults: CHF 15 
Groups of 10 or more people: CHF 12 
People under 20: CHF 5 
People in education and under 30: CHF 5 
Children under 13: free 
Museums-Pass-Musées and Schweizer Museumspass: free 
 
Audio guides are available in three languages (German/French/English)  
Visitors are asked to bring their own smart phone with headphones. Free Wifi is available. 
 
Companion publication 
The publication to accompany the exhibition is available to download in German from this 
link. 
 

 
For more information please contact: 

Dr. Andrea Bignasca, Director 

andrea.bignasca@bs.ch, tel. +41 61 201 12 75 

Esaù Dozio, exhibition curator 

esau.dozio@bs.ch, tel. +41 61 201 12 24 

Alexandra Maurer, Head of Marketing, Communication and Education 

alexandra.maurer@bs.ch, tel. +41 61 201 12 80 

 

Pictures of the exhibition are available to download: 

http://www.antikenmuseumbasel.ch/en/footer/presse.html 

https://issuu.com/antikenmuseumbasel/docs/amb_sa_ave_caesar_katalog_issuu_2209151
mailto:andrea.bignasca@bs.ch
mailto:esau.dozio@bs.ch
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