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RAUSCHENBERG’S GOAT TRAVELS TO UK 
FOR FIRST TIME IN OVER 50 YEARS 

Robert Rauschenberg’s iconic work Monogram 1955-59 is to travel to the 
UK for the first time in over half a century as part of Tate Modern’s 
upcoming retrospective of the artist, opening 1 December 2016.  

Monogram is a classic example of one of the artist’s famous Combines. 
These works were hybrids between a painting and a sculpture which 
Rauschenberg developed in the 1950s and which were arguably his 
greatest achievement. Made when the artist was barely in his 30s, they 
marked a clear break with an older generation of abstract expressionist 
painters such as Barnett Newman and Mark Rothko, who hitherto had 
critically dominated US art. Assembled from materials including a stuffed 
angora goat, a rubber tyre, a tennis ball and a shoe heel, the work 
demonstrates Rauschenberg’s bold challenge to the hierarchical distinction 

between traditional art materials and everyday objects. 

The stuffed goat that forms part of the work was bought by Rauschenberg for fifteen dollars from a used 
furniture store. Like many of the Combines the work evolved over a number years, and was originally fixed to a 
vertical canvas before being placed on a horizontal one. The rubber tyre was then added so that, in 
Rauschenberg’s words, the two ‘lived happily ever after’ on the canvas. The title of the work is taken from the 
union of the goat and tire, which reminded the artist of the interweaving letters in a monogram.  

Rauschenberg’s Monogram is very fragile and rarely travels. It will be generously 
lent by the Moderna Museet, Stockholm, where the goat has recently undergone 
conservation treatment including an x-ray examination in preparation for its 
journey. It has not been shown in London since 1964. Following its presentation at 
Tate Modern, the exhibition will travel to The Museum of Modern Art in New York 
and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art in 2017.  

Monogram will take centre-stage in a room dedicated to Rauschenberg’s 
Combines all of which are significant international loans. Bed 1955, will travel 
from The Museum of Modern Art, New York. This seminal work was assembled 
from what was allegedly Rauschenberg’s own pillow and a quilt given as a gift by 
fellow artist, Dorothea Rockburne, stretched like a canvas and covered with 
abstract pencil drawings and paint.  

Achim Borchardt-Hume, Director of Exhibitions, Tate Modern said: “Rauschenberg saw the experience of art as 
inseparable from the experience of life and so made work from all sorts of materials – textiles, cardboard 
boxes, car parts, radios and even stuffed animals. Rauschenberg exploded the myth of the artist working 
isolated in the studio and revelled in making connections between the stuff of the world and the materials and 
strategies traditionally associated with ‘high art.’ He blazed a new trail for art in the second half of the 20th 
century and became a beacon for other artists for generations to come.” 

Robert Rauschenberg is organised by Tate Modern and The Museum of Modern Art, New York. It is curated by 
Achim Borchardt-Hume, Director of Exhibitions, Tate Modern; and Leah Dickerman, The Marlene Hess Curator 
of Painting and Sculpture, The Museum of Modern Art, New York; with Catherine Wood, Senior Curator, 
International Art (Performance), Tate Modern; and Fiontán Moran and Juliette Rizzi, Assistant Curators, Tate 
Modern. The exhibition will travel to The Museum of Modern Art in New York and the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art in 2017. 

Robert Rauschenberg Monogram 1955-59 © Robert 
Rauschenberg/Untitled Press, Inc. Photo: Moderna 
Museet / Stockholm.

X-ray image of Robert Rauschenberg's 
Monogram (1955-1959) by Magnus 
Mårtensson, Swedish National Heritage Board, 
2016.
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R O B E R T  R A U S C H E N B E R G  
1 December 2016 – 2 April 2017 (Press view: 29 November 2016) 
Global Sponsor Bank of America Merrill Lynch, Supporting Sponsor Tiffany & Co. and supported by Terra 
Foundation for American Art and Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne, with additional support from the Robert 
Rauschenberg Exhibition Supporters Group, Tate Americas Foundation and Tate Patrons 
Tate Modern, The Eyal Ofer Galleries 
Open daily 10.00 – 18.00 and until 22.00 on Friday and Saturday  
For public information call +44 (0)20 7887 8888, visit tate.org.uk, follow @Tate #Rauschenberg 

ABOUT BANK OF AMERICA MERRILL LYNCH 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch is committed to a programme of cultural support designed to build mutual 
respect and understanding, strengthen local institutions, and engage our employees. The arts help drive our 
economy; they are equally important for their ability to foster great thinking, great learning and great 
civilisations.  As one of the world’s leading corporate supporters of the arts, we partner with thousands of arts 
organisations to help connect societies and sustain economies.   Our Arts and Culture programme is diverse 
and global, supporting non-profit institutions that deliver the visual and performing arts, provide inspirational 
and educational programmes, anchor communities, create jobs, and generate substantial revenue for local 
businesses. 

ABOUT TIFFANY AND THE ARTS  
Tiffany & Co. has a long history of supporting the arts, guided by the belief that a successful company has a 
responsibility to the greater community. Tiffany’s legacy with the arts dates back to its founder, Charles Lewis 
Tiffany, an original trustee of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and his son Louis Comfort Tiffany, 
a pioneering designer and jeweller of the American Art Nouveau movement. Tiffany continues its commitment 
to arts and culture with its support of the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York and sponsorship of the 
next three Whitney Biennials through 2021. 

Tiffany is the internationally renowned jeweller founded in New York in 1837. Through its subsidiaries, Tiffany & 
Co. manufactures products and operates TIFFANY & CO. retail stores worldwide, and also engages in direct 
selling through Internet, catalogue and business gift operations. For additional information, please visit 
Tiffany.com. 

Tiffany, Tiffany & Co. and T&CO. are trademarks of Tiffany and Company and its affiliates. 


