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Saint-Germain-des-Prés
A Taste for the Greats of 20th-Century Design

Paris, 12 March 2019 – This Autumn, Sotheby’s is set to unveil a private Parisian collection
dedicated to 20th-century design, to be offered at auction in Paris on 12 September. In a
Saint-Germain-des Prés apartment, the landlord gathered some 200 works by major French
artists of the 20th century, including Claude and François-Xavier Lalanne, André Dubreuil,
Jean Després and Line Vautrin, alongside famous Italian designers such as Carlo Bugatti and
Massimo Micheluzzi. Beautifully coherent in depth and scope, the entire collection was
assembled over a period of almost 30 years, with pieces acquired from both galleries in
Saint-Germain-des-Prés and at auction.
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Florent Jeanniard, Head of Sotheby’s European Design Department, said: “This remarkable
collection was put together in the heart of the mythical district of Saint-Germain-des-Prés,
where the greatest artists of the 20th century met. Few Parisian neighborhoods have such a
rich past, where history and creativity have come together. A true Saint-Germain-des-Prés
resident, the owner of the apartment in which this collection was housed made most of his
acquisitions in neighboring galleries, carefully building, over a period of some 30 years, an
impressive ensemble of 20th-century design that not only speaks to his great eye, but also
captures the beating heart of the district from which it was born.”
Twentieth-century French design is the common thread running through the collection,
encompassing cabinets by André Dubreuil, mirrors by Line Vautrin, sheep by François-Xavier
Lalanne and silver works by Jean Després.

André Dubreuil
The collector discovered this designer at the Gladys
Mougin gallery in his neighbourhood of SaintGermain-des-Prés. The mix of materials and the
way they were used fascinated him. He acquired 22
pieces of furniture, lamps, vases and mirrors,
amassing the largest collection of this artist's work
ever seen. In the collector’s opinion, Dubreuil is the
only true contemporary furniture designer. He
only made unique pieces, like the monumental
cabinet (estimate: €90,000-€120,000).

Jean Després
Jean Després was one of the most innovative
artists of the 1920s and 1930s in jewellery and
silver. He was particularly influenced by his experience as a designer of aircraft engines
during the First World War.
This collection consists of a large number of Després’ pieces, with 52 vases, bowls, silverware
and jewels – timeless designs yet utterly contemporary. Among them is a suite of vases
(circa 1928, estimate: €20,000-€30,000) and the Ecusson silverware set (circa 1930,
estimate: €30,000-€50,000).

François-Xavier and Claude Lalanne
In the early 2000s, the collector developed an
appreciation of the work of the Lalanne couple, and
purchased his first pieces. Intrigued by the imaginary
world they created, he acquired their most iconic pieces
including Chou-patte by Claude Lalanne, a unique piece
from 1984 (estimate: €150,000-€200,000) and the brown
woollen sheep (estimate: €450,000-€550,000), rarely seen
on the market.

Line Vautrin
Seduced by the poetic works of Line Vautrin, the collector
amassed a spectacular group of mirrors. The apartment was decorated with no fewer than
22 pieces. The rarest is the talosel mirror entitled Rose des Sables (estimate: €70,000€100,000).
The collection also includes an exceptional Egyptian double bed by Marc du Plantier
(estimate: €150,000-€200,000), chairs and vases by Rick Owens, a bench by Carlo Bugatti, a
screen by Piero Fornasetti, two chairs by Pierre Hiquily, and contemporary glassware by
Massimo Micheluzzi including a unique and amazing Murano glass chandelier. Lastly, there
are several works by Gabriella Crespi, Luiz Ferreira and Goudji that will appeal to
connoisseurs of 20th century silver.
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