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ICONS OF CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

 
 

Works from the Estelle and Hervé Francès Collection 
Tracey Emin | Richard Avedon | Helmut Newton | David LaChapelle | Irving Penn 

 

A Cindy Sherman Photograph For The First Time At Auction 
Untitled Film Still #16 is up for public sale for the first time ever 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
8 November 2019 

 
This coming 8 November, Sotheby’s is holding a Photographs auction during the Paris Photo 
international art fair. The selection includes some thirty photographs from the collection of Estelle and 
Hervé Francès, creators of the Fondation Francès. This institution was founded in Senlis, France, in 
2009 and encompasses 600 works of contemporary art that are shared with the world through a wide 
variety of events and programmes. As the foundation marks its 10th anniversary, it has entrusted 
Sotheby’s with its first involvement in an auction. The collection boasts major names in contemporary 
photography, such as Richard Avedon, Tracey Emin, Nan Goldin and Irving Penn. Proceeds from sale 
of these works will be supported the Fondation Francès and funding its future initiatives. 
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The sale will also feature a photograph by Cindy Sherman’s legendary Untitled Film Stills series. This 
is the first time that Untitled Film Still #16 will be offered at auction. One of the first daguerreotype 
images of Notre-Dame de Paris, taken in 1840 by Vincent Chevalier just one year after François Arago 
publicly announced the discovery of photography, will be another of the auction’s highlights. 
 
A second sale, this one exclusively online, will also be held from 30 October to 14 November 2019 on 
sothebys.com, offering works by famous names like Henri Cartier-Bresson, Hiroshi Sugimoto and 
Brassaï.  
 

ESTELLE AND HERVÉ FRANCÈS COLLECTION 
 

Among the most striking compositions in the collection is I’ve Got It 
All (estimate: €40,000-€60,000) by British artist Tracey Emin, a 
leading light of the movement known as Young British Artists. In this 
large image, she portrays herself sitting on the floor, legs apart, 
scooping up coins and bank notes. This arresting picture was taken a 
year after the controversy that followed presentation of her work My 
Bed at the 1999 Turner Prize.  
 
This enlarged Polaroid summarises the major themes of Tracey 
Emin’s artistic practice: sexuality, intimacy, exposure, dovetailing 

with the “Man and His Excesses” theme that is central to the Estelle and Hervé Francès collection. 
 
Also among the photos being auctioned is a celebrated 
double portrait of Francis Bacon by Richard Avedon. 
This side-by-side composition of two images is a nod to 
the sequential narratives found in Bacon’s paintings. 
This is a museum-quality work, as other such prints 
appear in the prestigious collections of the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) and the J. 
Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles (estimate: €30,000-
€50,000). 
 
 

A PHOTOGRAPH BY CINDY SHERMAN FOR THE FIRST TIME AT AUCTION 
 
Cindy Sherman earned international renown with her Untitled Film Stills series, composed of works 
dating from 1977 to 1980. Through 70 black-and-white images, this master of metamorphosis revisits 
the female film archetypes of the Fifties and Sixties. The subject is always a solitary woman, embodied 
by Cindy Sherman. The work Untitled Film Still #16 (estimate: €300,000-€500,000) is a conspicuous 
reference to Michelangelo Antonioni’s film La Notte (The Night) and the character of Valentina, played 
by Monica Vitti in the film.  
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This photograph is making its first appearance at auction, though the MoMA owns the entire original 
series. No version of Untitled Film Still #16 has ever been put up for auction, and this one is part of a 
unique release. It is therefore an unprecedented opportunity to acquire a photograph from this 
legendary series.  
 

ONE OF THE EARLIEST PHOTOGRAPHS OF NOTRE-DAME DE PARIS 

 
This photograph, kept for over twenty years in the same collection, is one of 
the first daguerreotype images of Notre-Dame de Paris, achieved in 1840 
by Vincent Chevalier only a year after François Arago’s public 
announcement of the discovery of photography (estimate: €50,000-
€70,000). It was taken prior to the restoration of the Notre-Dame Cathedral, 
begun in 1844, and the construction of the new spire by Eugène Viollet-le-
Duc.  
 
Only two other comparable plates are currently known. The first belongs to 
the collections of the History of Science Museum at Oxford and the second, 
listed as a National Treasure, is privately maintained. This is a unique 
opportunity to acquire one of the oldest photographs of Notre-Dame Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 

Photographies  
Sale in Paris on 8 November 
Exhibition from 4 to 7 November 

Photographies Online 
Sale from 30 October to 14 November on 
sothebys.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Sotheby’s 
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international auction house when 
it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India (1992) and France (2001), and the first 
international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40 countries and presents auctions 
in 10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris.  Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s Financial 
Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company, as well as the collection, artist, estate & foundation advisory services of its 
subsidiary, Art Agency, Partners. Sotheby’s also presents private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm 
of Sotheby's Global Fine Art Division, and three retail businesses: Sotheby’s Wine, Sotheby’s Diamonds, and Sotheby’s Home, the online 
marketplace for interior design. 
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*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are net of any fees paid to 
the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid. 
 

Images are available upon request 
Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view original content and more 

at sothebys.com, and by downloading Sotheby’s apps for iOS and Android  
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