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Emotions: Pain and Pleasure in Dutch Painting of the Golden Age 
 
 
Emotions: Pain and Pleasure in Dutch Painting of the Golden Age runs from 11 October 
2014 to 15 February 2015 in the Frans Hals Museum. Exploring such themes as 
Suffering and Despair, Love and Lust, Joy and Gaiety, the exhibition reveals the way 
painters in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries produced believable portrayals of 
emotions. There was little more important in the painting of the Golden Age than 
conveying human emotions convincingly. The exhibition is compiled by the celebrated 
art historian and writer Gary Schwartz. 
 
Connoisseurs maintained that the beauty of a painting was not half as important as the passions it 
portrayed. But how did painters capture doubt, fear, horror or rage on canvas? And how do we read 
these inner emotions from outward appearance? Is the face truly the mirror of the soul? Guest curator 
Gary Schwartz, who put the exhibition together on the basis of a concept by curator Anna Tummers, 
introduces visitors to the range of insights and theories concerning the painting of emotions in the 
seventeenth century. At the end of the exhibition, with the aid of the latest scientific research, visitors 
will discover how twenty-first century viewers see and experience depicted emotions. 
 
The exhibition contains more than fifty works from the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century collections 
of museums including the Frans Hals Museum, the Rijksmuseum, the Mauritshuis, Museum 
Boijmans van Beuningen, Musée des Beaux-Arts de Strasbourg, Teylers Museum, the Centraal 
Museum and a number of private collections in the Netherlands and abroad. The Museum der 
bildenden Künste in Leipzig is lending Frans Hals’s famous painting, The Mulatto. As well as 
paintings by Frans Hals, the exhibition will feature history paintings, genre works and portraits by 
masters like Pieter Lastman, Rembrandt, Jan Steen and Frans van Mieris. Among the highlights is the 
little-known monumental Christ Crowned with Thorns by the Haarlem-born painter Jan Miense 
Molenaer. 
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TERMS OF LOANS AND CREDITS

The attached images are on loan to you, and are accepted by you under the following terms and 

conditions:

‣ That the reproductions are accompanied by the photocredit;

‣ That the reproductions are not cropped, overprinted, tinted or subject to any form of derogatory 

treatment without the prior approval of the copyright owner;

‣ That the images are only reproduced to illustrate an article or feature reviewing  or reporting  on 

the exhibition "Emotions: Pain and Pleasure in Dutch Painting  of the Golden Age" at the Frans Hals 

Museum in Haarlem, the Netherlands;

‣ That any reproductions that accompany an article are not used for marketing  or advertising 

purposes.

For more information, images and packages please contact Monique van Royen:

E-mail: m.vanroyen@franshalsmuseum.nl 
Telephone: +31 (0) 23 511 57 83

See also www.franshalsmuseum.nl
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Roeloff van Zijl
Venus and Cupid
c. 1625

Oil on canvas, 115 x 96 cm
Frans Hals Museum, Haarlem
Photo Margareta Svensson

Rembrandt van Rijn
The head operation
c. 1624/25

Oil on panel, 21,6 x 17,8 cm
The Leiden Collection, New York
© The Leiden Collection, New York

Jan Miense Molenaer
Christ mocked and crowned with thorns
1639

Oil on canvas, 262 x 203 cm
Catholic church of St. Odulphus, Assendelft

Cornelis Pietersz Holsteijn
Venus and Cupid lamenting the dead Adonis
c. 1647

Oil on canvas, 99 x 206 cm
Frans Hals Museum, Haarlem 
Photo Margareta Svensson



Aerent de Gelder
Lot and his daughter
c. 1680/90

Oil on canvas, 90 x 90 cm
Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, Brussels
Photo d'art Speltdoorn & Fils, Brussels 

Frans van Mieris
The death of Lucretia
1679

Oil on panel, 38,1 x 17,15 cm
The Leiden Collection, New York
© The Leiden Collection, New York


